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has hollowed the interior of these rocks into vast caverns,
and carved their surface into strange and fantastic shapes.
These formations have received their greatest develop-
ment in Along Bay and its prolongation Fai-tsi-long Bay,
where thousands of such rocky islets fringe the coast for
over 100 miles from the east side, of the Eed Eiver delta
nearly to the Chinese frontier at Cape Pak-lung. " One
may spend days sailing in and out of the islets of this
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astonishing inland sea, which I do not hesitate to char-
acterise as one of the wonders of the world, and which
far excels the better-known beauties of the Inland Sea of
Japan. Low-tunnelled passages, accessible only at low
water, conduct to hidden basins or remote caverns in the
heart of the rocks, and till recent times afforded an im-
penetrable retreat to the corsairs who devastated these
waters. Near Turan, maritime port of Hue, a cluster of
similar rocks, called by the French the Marble Mountains>
rises abruptly from the sand-dunes on the seashore, and
is perforated with grottoes, which have been utilised by